
 

 

 

 

 

2011 MEDIA ADVISORIES AND STATEMENTS 

 

AUGUST 2011 

 

DEPARTMENT HOSTED SUCCESSFUL ROADBLOCK  

22 August 2011 

The Department of Police, Roads and Transport in the Free State Province hosted a very 

successful roadblock at Villiers on 19 August 2011 as part of Free State Provincial 

Government Women’s Month programme. The operation was done jointly with Mpumalanga 

law enforcement officers.  

In celebration of Women’s Month, the road block was hosted mainly by women in uniform 

from traffic, South African Police Service (SAPS), Correctional Services, Emergency medical 

services and N3 Toll Concession. This inter-provincial roadblock was graced by the presence 

of the MEC for Police, Roads and Transport in the Free State, Honourable Butana Komphela, 

and the MEC for Social Development, honourable Sisi Ntombela and the MEC for Public 

Works, honourable Sisi Mabe. 

During the operation 3 083 cars were stopped, 1 124 people were searched and 22 vehicles 

were impounded, 337 fines were issued, one person was arrested for the illegal possession of 

a firearm and a person was arrested for speeding at 189km in a 120km/h zone. The total 

amount of fines issued was R 232 600.00 including impoundment fees. 

Another inter-provincial roadblock in cooperation with Kwazulu-Natal Province will soon be 

held at Van Reenen on the border between the two provinces. This joint operation will also be 

led by women. 

MEC Butana Komphela congratulated officers who took part in the operation and said that he 

is proud of a job well done and that he was honoured to be part of such a successful 

operation. 

Enquiries: 

Saki Mohono 

Cell: 082 385 5600 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MEC BUTANA KOMPHELA TO ATTEND WOMEN'S MONTH ROAD BLOCK  

18 August 2011 

The MEC for Police, Roads and Transport in the Free State, honourable Butana Komphela 

will attend women’s month road block at N3, Villiers on the 19 August 2011, as part of Free 

State provincial government women’s month programme. The road block will start at 

10h00am.  

The year 2010 marked the commencement of the decade of African Women (2010-2020) as 

declared by the Heads of States of the African Union and our purpose as a province is to 

reflect on the extraordinary accomplishments of women and honor their role in shaping the 

course of our nation's history by fighting crime, promoting safety, rehabilitating our citizens 

and bringing stability in the workplace. 

The challenges that are face by women in uniform today are of a different kind. One of them 

is the carnage on our roads. The United Nations’ Declaration: Make our Roads Safe: A 

Decade of Action enjoins us to reduce the carnage on our roads by 50% come 2020. South 

Africa has adopted the National Rolling Enforcement Plan as a strategy to realise this 

objective. 

In terms of this strategy the National Department of Transport has committed to stop one 

million vehicles per month and Free state Department of Police, Roads and Transport has 

committed to contribute 65 000 vehicles per month so that national can reach the target. 

It is against this background that the Department of Police, Roads and Transport will host two 

inter provincial Roadblocks with our neighbouring provinces during this month.  

More 

The first inter provincial roadblock will take place on 19 August 2011 at Villiers. This joint 

operation will be done with Mpumalanga province and the roadblock on 25 August 2011 will 

be done jointly with KwaZulu-Natal. The operations shall be led by Women officers. MEC 

Butana Komphela would be joined by four female MEC’s in the province and Members of the 

provincial legislature. 

MEC Butana Komphela would like to invite all media houses to these important activities in 

the calendar of the Free State provincial government. 

Enquiries: 

Saki Mohono 

Cell: 082 385 5600 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JUNE 2011 

 

DEPARTMENT IMPOUNDS 52 TAXIS  

8 June 2011 

The Department of Police, Roads and Transport in the Free State has impounded 52 taxis 

found operating without proper documentation during law enforcement operation held in 

Bloemfontein last weekend. This operation follows the amnesty period for taxi operators 

declared by the MEC for Police, Roads and Transport which came to an end on the 1 June 

2011. 

During amnesty period taxi operators were given an opportunity to surrender fraudulently 

acquired permits or operating licenses without being prosecuted. During this period operators 

were also encouraged to visit the department to check whether their documents are in good 

order or not. 

The move by the department in its quest to remove all illegal taxis from our roads was 

executed mainly in Bloemfontein as part of a planned law enforcement operation which will be 

taken to other towns in the province at a later stage. During this operation 10 taxis were found 

to be operating with fraudulent permits or operating licenses. Impounded taxis were taken to 

Lengau testing centre in Bloemfontein. Operators of the impounded taxis will now face the full 

might of the law as they have failed to make use of the amnesty period to surrender 

fraudulently acquired permits and also to check validity of their operating licenses. 

The door is not closed to those operators who may still want to come forward to surrender 

fraudulently acquired permits or operating licenses or those who may want to give the 

Department information about operators who are in possession of illegal permits. The 

Department has appointed a team of forensic experts who are conducting investigations on 

fraudulently acquired permits/ operating licenses. Those taxi operators who may want to 

surrender fraudulently acquired permits will be allowed to do so, on condition that they give 

full disclosure on how they obtained such permits. Taxi operators can surrender permits to 

Open Waters Advanced Risk Management Solutions offices at Libwest Building, Corner of 

President Brand and Zastron Street in Bloemfontein 

Enquiries: 

Mr Zolile Walaza 

Cell: 0824106516 

Mr Saki Mohono 

Cell: 0834298269 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE UPGRADING OF FRANS KLEYNHANS ROAD 

 

1 June 2011 

 

Background 

Frans Kleynhans Road was initially a gravel road. A test section was built on the road where 

different road building materials were tested. In the early 1990’s the rest of the road was 

sealed - in other words it was upgraded to a low order tar road. As the traffic volumes 

increased with the new developments in the area like Woodland Hills Estate, the 

Bloemfontein District office did the maintenance on the road which was mainly pothole 

repairs. End of last year the repair on the road was done under the Recycling and Repair 

Contract.  

 

Why is the surface of the road so bad? 

It is assumed that the writer is referring to the two bad sections in the road and not the road 

as a whole.  Due to the recent heavy rainfalls water cannot drain away from the road on the 

sides and accumulates in the road. This caused the potholes. 

 

Who is responsible for the maintenance of the road? 

The Roads District Office, Motheo. 

 

When will this piece of road be repaired? 

The repairs will be done under the Recycling and Repair Contract. The said road has been 

prioritized under the Contract which ends August 2011 and will thus be repaired under the 

Contract before end of August. The Contractor already started with some minor maintenance 

on the section on Monday 30 May 2011. Major maintenance will commence soon.  

 

Why is a more long lasting proper pre-tarring on this road not being considered. 

In order to accommodate the high traffic volume on this road the road needs to be upgraded 

as it was not designed as a high volume road. This will have major financial implications. The 

Department currently does not have the necessary funding for the upgrading of the road. Only 

maintenance can be done.  

 

ISSUED BY CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS 

DEPARTMENT OF POLICE, ROADS AND TRANSPORT 

Enquiries: Mr. Zolile Walaza @ 0824106516 

Mr. Saki Mohono @ 0834298269 

 

 

MAY 2011 

 

6 May 2011 

 

FOUR PEOPLE DIED WHEN BUS OVERTURNED 

 

Four people died and 46 passengers were injured when the bus they were travelling with 

overturned on the N8 east road of Bloemfontein. The accident happened at about 07h00 am 

this morning. Is alleged that the driver of the bus loss control of the bus when he tried to avoid 



colliding with another vehicle that entered the road from the Engen garage next to the road. 

The bus was carrying 61 passengers from Zone 3 in Thaba `Nchu.  

 

The bus driver was among the 39 survivors who were slightly injured. Seven passengers 

were seriously injured were taken to Pelonomi hospital. One seriously injured passenger was 

airlifted to the hospital. In a separate incident two occupants of a Ford Bantam died when 

their vehicle hit a cattle on the N8 west near the Petrusburg bridge. 

 

Enquiries: Mr. Zolile Walaza @ 0824106516 

Mr. Saki Mohono @ 0834298269 

 

 

 

MEC THABO MANYONI DECLARES AMNESTY FOR TAXI OPERATORS 

 

5 May 2011 

 

The MEC for Police, Roads and Transport in the Free State, Mr. Thabo Manyoni, has 

declared the period April till 2 June 2011 as the months for the voluntary surrendering of 

fraudulently acquired Taxi Permits or Operating Licences in the province. This announcement 

was made by the MEC during the tabling of his Budget Vote recently. 

 

The Department has received numerous alerts from whistle blowers about systematic and 

endemic levels of fraud and corruption involving the illegal issuance of taxi permits and 

operating licences in exchange of monetary rewards to officials. As a result of this corruption 

we have a situation where one taxi operator operates more than one taxi with a single permit 

or operating licence. 

In pursuance of the strategy to fight fraud and corruption, MEC Manyoni has declared the 

amnesty period in order to give operators a chance to comply with the law without being 

prosecuted for acquiring permits or operators’ licences fraudulently. 

 

“I call upon the leadership of the taxi industry to support this campaign that seeks to clear our 

roads of illegal operators by encouraging their members to come forward, says the MEC”. He 

further stated that gone are the times when the taxi industry was unregulated and a law unto 

itself. Those taxi operators who fail to surrender illegal permits/operators licences must be 

prepared to face the full might of law when amnesty period expires. 

 

ISSUED BY CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS 

DEPARTMENT OF POLICE, ROADS AND TRANSPORT 

 

Enquiries: Mr. Zolile Walaza @ 0824106516 

Mr. Saki Mohono @ 0834298269 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APRIL 2011 

 

15 April 2011 

 

LAW ENFORCEMENT TIGHTENS THE STRINGS IN THE FREE STATE 

 

Rogue motorists are in for a shock as Law Enforcement tightens the strings in an effort to 

drastically reduce fatal crashes during the Easter Vacation. According to the MEC: Police, 

Roads and Transport, Thabo Manyoni the National Rolling Enforcement Plan enjoins us to 

stop and screen one million vehicles countrywide. The target for the Free State is to stop and 

screen 65 000 vehicles. Chances for rogue motorists to escape the radar of Law Enforcement 

have been reduced to a minimal. 

 

Traffic Officers supported by the SAPS, SANDF, and Home Affairs etc. are going to mount 

massive operations which will include but not be limited to roadblocks, spot checks and deal 

with moving violations. Credible research has revealed that approximately 1 500 people die 

every month as a result of road crashes, and the figure for those who get maimed and injured 

is staggeringly higher. The proverbial question is who are the persons waiting to die. It’s a 

rhetoric question that says to us no one must be a sitting duck waiting to die because 

of crashes. 

 

Hence the MEC urges motorists to behave responsibly from now until the end of time (365 

days a year). The MEC said it would be a sad story if motorists would: 

 

• Drink and Drive 

• Fail to observe the rules and signs of the road 

• Overtake when it is dangerous to do so 

• Exceed the speed limit 

• Fail to service and check their vehicles according to K53 

• Overload passengers and goods 

• Speak on mobile phones and 

• Pleads with live-stork farmers not to let their animals stray on the roads. 

 

The MEC wishes all Free State and South Africans a peaceful and solemn Easter Break and 

advises all those who are going to travel long distances to rest every two hours because 

fatigue is a silent killer. 

 

Issued by Communication: 

Z. Walaza 

082 410 6516 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MARCH 2011 

 

MEC THABO MANYONI TO PRESENT BUDGET VOTE SPEECH  

23 March 2011 

The MEC for Police, Roads and Transport in the Mr Thabo Manyoni will present his budget 

vote speech for financial year 2011/12 at Nampo Park, Bothaville on Friday, 25 March 2011. 

In his speech the MEC is expected to give report on the progress and achievements in the 

past financial year and he will also outline challenges ahead that are facing the department 

especially budgetary constraints which will impact negatively on the performance of the 

department. 

The MEC is expected to elaborate on the following issues on his speech: 

 War against crime  

 Massification of job creation.  

 Safe and integrated road infrastructure  

 Road safety and public transport 

MEC Manyoni together with MEC for Agriculture and Rural Development, Mr Msebenzi 

Zwane will host media briefing at 13h00. 

Enquiries: 

Mr Zolile Walaza 

Cell: 082 410 6516 

Mr Saki Mohono 

Cell: 083 429 8269 

 

 

TRANSFORMATION OF MALUTI BUS SERVICE RIGHT ON TRACK  

2 March 2011 

Maluti Bus Service transformation process which is an empowerment deal facilitated by the 

Department of Police, Roads & Transport is starting to bear positive results to beneficiaries of 

this broad based black empowerment deal. Maluti bus transport passengers within Qwaqwa 

and between Qwaqwa. Harrismith and Bethlehem and it is operated in terms of negotiated 

contract with Scopeful 21(PTY) LTD.  

In September 2000, the Department of Public Works, Roads & Transport entered into an 

agreement with Scopeful 21(PTY)LTD to render public transport services in the Qwaqwa, 

Bethlehem and Harrismith areas and in terms of this agreement a consortium comprising of 

60% shareholding by Scopeful 21(PTY)LTD and 40% shareholding by Free state 

Development Corporation (FDC) was established. In terms of the rollout plan developed by 

the two parties, 40% of shares held by FDC were to be transferred to current employees of 



the bus operator and taxi operators in the area as 10% for employees and 30% for the taxi 

operators. The maximum period for transfer of these shares was specified as two years from 

commencement of the contract. This was however not achieved due to a number of reasons.  

During the Tabling of his 2010/11 budget vote speech, the MEC responsible for Police, Roads 

and Transport in the Free State honourable Thabo Manyoni made a commitment to finalise 

transformation of Maluti bus service as a matter of urgency. The MEC established a task 

team consisting of officials from the department, members from affected taxi associations in 

the area, provincial taxi council and service providers. The task team has since been working 

around the clock to finalise the process. The intention of the task team is to make sure that 

everybody benefits from this empowerment deal. This includes former employees who were 

unfairly dismissed as a result of an industrial action in 1991.  

The task team realised that former employees harboured some expectations that they will be 

integrated into the system, having consulted the then Executive Council in 2004 and the 

former MEC, in February, 2009. Their renewed hope saw them regrouping and repositioning 

themselves to play a meaningful role in the transformation of MBS. This expectation was 

brought to the attention of the Free State Provincial Executive Council.  

The Free State Executive Council resolved that an ex-gratia payment to the amount of R11 

million be paid to former employees or their dependants as a gesture of good faith by the 

provincial government as well as acknowledgement of the fact that those former employees 

had been treated unfairly.  

To date about 148 former employees have received R40 000.00 each from the department 

and there is hope that payment to the remaining beneficiaries will be finalised by the end of 

March 2011. Mr Papa Mokgatla, the chairperson of former MBS employees committee said 

that they are very happy with what the present government has done for them. “We commend 

the department wholeheartedly on the work it has done in fast-tracking Maluti transformation” 

said Mokgatla. He further stated that ex gratia payment made to former employees show 

government commitment to address the injustices of the past.  

The taxi industry through the shareholding in Maluti bus Service(MBS), currently have 

accumulated an amount of about R9 million which amount will be reinvested in the 

transformed MBS for purchasing of a new fleet of buses. For the first time taxi operators are 

to acquire a decisive and quantifiable benefit in this process and equally strike a balance in 

the viability of the business and the financing thereof.  

Enquiries:  

Mr Saki Mohono 

Cell: 083 429 8269 

 


