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The Executive Mayor Naledi  

The Honourable Speaker and Councilors  

Chairperson of the Provincial Taxi Council and your Entourage  

Members of Local Taxi Association  

Representatives of Bus Operators  

Ladies and Gentlemen  

 

It has been a very hectic October Transport Month. The Programme is taking us to all corners of the 

Free State. Here we are today and feel privileged and honoured to visit Naledi Municipality, in 

particular Wepener which is located on the banks of Great Mohokare River, a River that has got a 

history but suffice to mention that it forms the boundary between the Republic of South Africa and the 

Mountain Kingdom of Lesotho.  

 

Programme Director, when I launched October Transport Month 2011 on 30 September. I said the 

programme will cover four broad areas which include but not limited to:  

 

 Transport Initiatives that have a positive impact on all modes of transport.  

 Investment made to create jobs and expand services and infrastructure particularly in rural area.  

 Raise awareness on the important role that transport plays in the economy of the country  

 Raise awareness on measures taken to improve Road Safety. 

 

The opening of Naledi Transport Centre today fulfils our appreciations as Government to provide 

decent infrastructure for our communities particularly travellers and commuters. This modest gesture 

responds to one of Government’s five priorities that relate to Rural Development.  

 

Needless to say, Wepener is Border town with Border Post located at Van Rooyen. According to 

Home Affairs office at Van Rooyen approximately15 000 to 19 000 passengers go through Border 

Gate during the festive season and Easter vacation and +/- 4 000 passengers can be proceeded on a 

very busy day. On a normal day, approximately 500 persons go through the gate.  

 

As from time immemorial people from the Mountain Kingdom of Lesotho have been working in South 

Africa’s Mining, manufacturing and industries other sectors of the economy. For all that time, there 

was no formal Transport Centre in this part of the world. This meant that passengers were always 

exposed to elements of climate – scorching sun and torrential rains during summer, bitterly cold 

winters, and dusty storms. During spring and flying withered leaves during autumn. A caring 

Government would not let the status quo remain the same. Hopefully the opening of this Transport 

Centre will alleviate most of these problems.  



Compounding the problem is always the issue of illegal operators. This challenge poses a threat to 

the stability in the provisioning public transport because there is always a potential outbreak of 

violence with operators fighting for a shrunk market in terms of passengers.  

 

The completion of this Transport Centre is hailed as an important Infrastructure Development project 

in an area that is otherwise economically depressed. It will integrate Taxi and Bus Operations. I am 

reliably informed that 56 local people were employed and 3 local construction companies 

subcontracted. Provision has been made for 6 kiosks which hopefully will assist small local 

entrepreneurs.  

 

Situated next to the CBD, the Transport Centre is strategically located in close proximity with other 

Government essential services such as the Magistrates Offices, Police Station, Post office etc. It is my 

ardent hope that provision has been made for persons with disability to find it user friendly.  

 

Programme Director, Road Safety is forever central to our activities. It will not make sense to improve 

facilities when passengers are not assured that they will reach these destinations still alive. I make a 

clarion call that let us work together to reduce the carnage on the roads. I have said it before; I am 

repeating again, it is absolutely irresponsible and unacceptable for motorists to:  

 

 Drink and Drive  

 Disregard the rules and signs of the road  

 Overtake where it is dangerous to do so  

 Exceed speed limit.  

 Overload passengers and goods  

 Speak on mobile phone  

 Steal fence and allow animals to roam on busy roads  

 Drive for prolonged hours without a rest and get fatigued  

 Drive an un-roadworthy vehicle  

 

Motorcyclists should remember to put helmets on, everyone in a vehicle must buckle up, children be 

properly restrained and drivers are urged to put head lamps on at all times.  

 

Let me also take this opportunity to remind you that it is the season of Census 2011. Please 

cooperate with fieldworkers from Statistics South Africa. The information they are gathering will assist 

in delivering services in an efficient and effective manner. 

 


