
 
 

BE WARY OF ALCOHOL ABUSE THIS FESTIVE SEASON 
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With the festive season being synonymous with over-indulgence, authorities are coming down hard 

on alcohol abuse in a bid to ensure a safer holiday season. 

 

The Free State government has taken a zero tolerance approach towards drinking and driving this 

year with serious penalties to be imposed on those caught under the influence. The nationwide 

“Operation Duty Calls” campaign that was recently launched will be conducting road blocks across the 

province – with a vigilant eye out for lawbreakers. 

 

With alcohol abuse being directly responsible for numerous social ills such as vandalism, fights, 

injuries, poor health, economic disparities, and drunk driving, people are being urged to practice 

responsible drinking. 

 

The fight against drunken driving has seen major corporate backing from companies such as SAB 

Miller that has intensified its commitment to improving the situation in South Africa. 

 

“SAB has spent more than R100-million over the past two years on programmes that address alcohol 

abuse focused on key areas such as drunk driving, underage drinking, Foetal Alcohol Syndrome, and 

working with bar owners on responsible trading,” said the executive director of corporate affairs and 

transformation for SAB, Vincent Maphai. 

 

He believes families are being undermined, lives wasted, and careers placed at risk – all because of 

alcohol abuse. The tradition of excessive drinking directly affects many households in the country. In 

an interview with Rolling Stone magazine, Bra Hugh Masekela spoke on his views regarding the 

problem with alcohol in South Africa. 

 

“But when you grow up, you find out it’s not only in the township, but it is the whole country. The 

evidence comes out during Christmas and Easter holidays. It comes out every day in this country, the 

murder – there’s no respect for life. Some people say it’s because of the economic disparity, but it’s 

because of history. ”The public is urged to practice responsible drinking this festive season and to 

seek help if they become dependent on alcohol. 
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