
 
 
 

FS GOVERNMENT WANTS TO REDUCE CARNAGES 

 

By Pule Lechesa 

 

VILLIERS – The department of Police, Road and Transport in Free State has sketched a road 

map to reduce the carnage by half on the province’s roads. 

 

Under this programme, the department has mounted a massive inter-provincial plan to throw up 

roadblocks across the province. The latest roadblock manned by women only was mounted outside 

Villiers town in conjunction with Mpumalanga law enforcement officers on Friday, August19. The 

rollout plan was inspired by the United Nations’ declaration to: ”Make our roads safe: A decade of 

Action.” 

 

In an interview with Public Eye the MEC for Police, Road and Transport Butana Komphela explained 

that they are working hard towards reducing the road accidents: “We are going to work closely with 

our neighbouring provinces in making sure that we reduce the number of accidents on our roads. It is 

a well-known fact that one accident is too many,” said Komphela. 

 

He added: “There is a call from the United Nations that we must have the carnage reduced by 50 

percent come 2020. Our country, South Africa has adopted it and came up with the national rolling 

enforcement plan as a strategy to realize this objective.” 

 

Komphela revealed that the National department of transport was committed to inspecting one million 

vehicles per month while his department had pledged to stop 65 000 vehicles per month. 

 

Public Eye gathered that about 3 083 cars had already been stopped, 1 124 people searched and 22 

vehicles impounded, 337 fines issued, one person was arrested for the illegal possession of a fire-arm 

and a person was arrested for speeding at 189km in a 120km/h zone. 

 

“The roadblock was a success with the total amount of fines issued amounting to R 232 600.00 

including impoundment fees. There is rampant crime and corruption and we hope that this is going to 

change that. Women police officers do not take bribes hence we should like (to recruit them) them in 

numbers,” said MEC Komphela. 

 

The MEC for Social Development, Sisi Ntombela, who is also the provincial chairperson of the ANC 

Women’s League urged Komphela to focus on women empowerment. 

 

“We know that MEC Komphela is the right person for the job. He will do something about the current 

state of affairs in our province. We are not happy with the fact that men are still occupying key 

positions,” she said. 

 

“We have about 46 stations in the country. With 43 PPI only seven are women. We have 11 Traffic 

Chief Controls positions and only one of them is occupied by a woman. 

 

Rethabile Modisana who was travelling in a taxi from Heidelberg to Bethlehem was made to wait by 

the roadside for more than five hours because the driver of her taxi did not have a route permit. 

 

 

 



 
 

“We were forced to wait for our bus as our driver did not have a permit. He said that he could not drive 

to Bloemfontein just to get a R40 rand worth permit. We are disappointed but happy as this helps in 

reduction of road accidents,” said Rethabile. 

 

The next inter-provincial roadblock will be mounted jointly with Kwazulu-Natal province near Van 

Reenen border. This joint operation will also be led by women. 

 

[Source:  www.publiceyeoneline.co.za] 


