
 
 
 

KOMPHELA DEFENDS COPS 

October 5, 2012  

 

The MEC for police, roads and transport says police face risk of being murdered, robbed and 

unarmed while protecting communities and yet they are criticised by the very people they 

protect 

The Free State MEC for police, roads and transport, Butana Komphela said he is yet to see someone 

stand up for the police despite the daily risks they face when doing their job. 

Speaking at the Sand du Plessis Theatre during the SAPS Polmusca Provincial Awards Ceremony on 

Wednesday, Komphela said he was 100 percent behind the police. 

“I stand up for them and I am ready to champion their cause so that they can draw comfort from that. 

Someone can cross a river and walk on the back of a crocodile and go to police to tell them there is a 

crocodile in the river; they expect the police to go there. Whatever danger or situation there is, people 

always turn to police, but not so quick to defend them.” 

Komphela said when police were attacked during the Marikana massacre, no one spoke on their 

behalf yet those who attacked the police were spoken for laudably. 

“When police are mutilated, I am yet to see someone say that they are human beings too; they are 

wives, fathers and brothers. Cops have rights too and their rights need to be protected.” 

He said no one sees value in what police officers do, until they arrest a suspect. 

“When you are a cop, what you do is not appreciated until trouble strikes and then everyone thinks of 

you. When police officers leave their homes they do not know if they will come back home but other 

people in different jobs have some guarantee.” 

According to Khompela, the dangers cops face are so grave that even as they walk down the street 

they could be stabbed just for being in their uniform. 

“If the cop protects himself and draws a gun, it will be labeled a brutal attack by police yet when 

someone attacks a cop, excuses are made and it will be labelled as a possible misinterpretation of the 

situation by the cop.” 

Khompela said the department needs to invest in the education and training of its officials. 

“The Premier has stressed that we must invest in human capital to make this a province a better 

province. He said we needed to create opportunities and be committed in our endeavours.” 

He said the SAPS was committed to investing in its officials. 

“It is important to create enabling situations and for men and women to grab and access 

opportunities. In this province, the Premier has requested all departments to individually offer 10 

additional bursaries to advance the less privileged seeking better opportunities.” 

 

[Source:  www.theweekly.co.za] 

 


