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Many young people from Lesotho are led to cross the national borders illegally into the Free 

State, and are used as prostitutes, drug mules and slaves afterwards 

The Free State MEC for police, roads and transport, Butana Komphela, has called for investment 

focused collaboration between Lesotho and the Free State, in an effort to combat human trafficking. 

Komphela said Lesotho and the province must develop ‘cross-border job creation’ projects that will 

effectively provide employment to the youth, and protect them from becoming victims of human 

trafficking syndicates. 

He said a number of vulnerable youths cross the Lesotho’s border to South Africa for greener 

pastures and work opportunities. However, the young immigrant’s land in the hands of human 

trafficking syndicates. They end up being used as drug mules, slaves and prostitutes. 

Komphela was speaking during a human trafficking campaign that was hosted by the Free State 

department of police, roads and transport in partnership with the Lesotho government and various 

stakeholders. The campaign aimed at raising awareness about drugs and human trafficking in 

communities around South Africa and Lesotho border regions. 

The campaign was rolled out on the backdrop of Women’s Month, to highlight that women and 

children are the most vulnerable to human trafficking. Human trafficking has been rife in towns 

bordering Lesotho, such as Ficksburg, Bethlehem and QwaQwa. 

http://theweekly.co.za/?attachment_id=9409


 
Syndicates target undocumented Lesotho residents by luring them with empty promises of jobs. Most 

of the victims, especially women, end up being used as prostitutes and drug mules. 

“The problem is that human trafficking victims are afraid to communicate with people about their  

 

experiences because they or their families will be killed. The victims accept attractive job offers 

abroad, without knowing that these offers are false,” said a report from the department. 

The department declared that the victims are often abused by their abductors. “They may be violently 

abused and made to repay large sums of money to their traffickers. Their passports may be taken 

away so that they do not escape.” Meanwhile, during the awareness campaign about 318 vehicles 

were stopped and searched, 18 illegal immigrants arrested and handed over to the department of 

home affairs. This was partly aimed at increasing law enforcement visibility. 

Similar operations have been carried out in partnership with other provinces, such as the Northern 

Cape. The operations also included the distribution of pamphlets to communities in Ficksburg and 

along the Lesotho border post. 

The department has advised victims of human trafficking or people who may know anyone who seeks 

help to call the toll-free number on 08600 10111. 

 

[Source:  www.theweekly.co.za] 

 


