
 
 

KOMPHELA MOURNS SLAIN COP 
 

February 8, 2013  

 

The late warrant officer was shot dead when a group of ATM robbery thugs opened fire on him 

and his colleague 

 

The MEC for police, roads and transport, Butana Komphela has revealed that the police have 

strategic and operational plans to combat all types of crimes, including the automatic teller machines 

(ATMs) bombings. Komphela’s comments come in the wake of the death of a police officer who was 

gunned down by heavily armed robbers, during a synchronised attack on two ATMs at a filling station 

in Rocklands, Bloemfontein last weekend. 

 

The deceased policeman, Warrant Officer Thabiso Maliela (52) of the Kagisanong police station, 

along with his colleague were driving to work at dawn on Sunday, when they stumbled upon the 

robbery-in-progress at a Shell Filling Station in the area. Fearing apprehension, the panicking robbers 

who were driving a Mercedes-Benz Kompressor and two BMW X5’s, opened fire on the police 

vehicle. The exchange of fire that ensued saw Maliela get shot several times, while Sergeant Sicelo 

Mpata sustained superficial wounds. 

 

Maliela, who had been driving the police minibus, was consequently rushed to the Life Rosepark 

Hospital where he later died of gunshot wounds to the chest. 

 

Komphela told The Weekly on Wednesday that the South African Police Service (SAPS) were pulling 

out all stops to intensify operations to combat violent crimes. 

 

“The banks post security guards at ATM points, but they can’t match the thugs who always come to 

that point of crime heavily armed. 

 

“The most effective strategy to combat crime is community involvement. I call upon community 

members to actively support the police to combat crime by providing relevant information as criminals 

stay within the communities” added Komphela. 

 

The MEC urged members of the public to alert the police when they notice suspicious behaviour and 

not confront the thugs, because they are extremely dangerous and only the police have the capacity 

to match them. 

http://theweekly.co.za/?attachment_id=13589


 
 

Komphela encouraged the people to report suspicious behavior by calling 08600 10111, but warned 

against prank calls, which he said waste state resources. 

 

“Police officers undergo sufficient training to deal with dangerous situations and if they are unable to 

handle a situation, they call for back-up. However, some situations unfold very quickly and 

dramatically such that back-up might be delayed. 

 

“I hereby convey my sincere condolences to the family of Maliela who unfortunately passed on 

because of a hail of bullets fired by heartless and callous thugs. His death shall not be in vain. We are 

going to leave no stone unturned in our quest to bring these criminals to book,” promised Khompela. 

According to the police, Maliela was assigned to pick members of the public order policing unit for a 

course at the Addo Police Training Centre. 

 

After collecting Mpata, the two officers drove by the scene not knowing that the ATM’s were being 

robbed at the shopping centre which houses the petrol station. 

 

When the thieves spotted the marked police minibus they started shooting at the vehicle, in the 

process wounding both officers who were driving on Moshoeshoe Road near the robbery scene. 

 

SAPS spokeswoman, Lieutenant-Colonel Annelie Wrench, told The Weekly that the police were 

investigating the horrific incident and that Mpata was recovering at home after being released from 

hospital where he was treated for flesh wound in the leg. 

 

“At this stage it is suspected that the officers were shot with an AK 47 rifle. The Kagisong police are 

investigating cases of murder, attempted murder and malicious damage to property. No arrest has 

been made yet.” 

 

Maliela had amassed 25 years of experience in the police service. He is survived by his wife and 

three children; two girls and a boy. 

 

[Source:  www.theweekly.co.za] 

 


