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The MEC vowed that the provincial government is going to unleash all the law enforcement 

agencies to bring violent protests kingpins to book 

 

The Free State government has issued a stern warning to all organisers of violent protests in the 

province, particularly the recent riots which took place in Sasolburg, where people looted and stole 

from the local shops. 

 

The province has been beset by several violent service delivery protests in various towns in recent 

times. Most of the protests were instigated by disgruntled ANC members who sought to destabilise 

municipalities to achieve their political objectives. 

 

The MEC for police, roads and transport, Butana Komphela, said the organisers of the protests that 

turned violent should be held responsible of the consequences. 

 

“We cannot have protests that turn violent and watch protesters loot and steal from shops, while some 

fight with our police officials. As government, we say those who organised such protests should face 

the full might of the law” 

 

Komphela said it is unacceptable that leaders of violent service protests now distance themselves 

after they have taken place. 

 

“We believe that, as organisers, they are aware of everything as the mission of their protests was to 

loot because they do not have marshals to direct the protesters.” 

 

The MEC indicated that there were no records of legal documents allowing Zamdela residents, who 

went on a rampage recently, to stage a march. 

 

More than 200 protesters in Zamdela were arrested and charged with public violence. Some were 

charged with possession of stolen goods. 

 

 

http://theweekly.co.za/?attachment_id=14306


 
 

Komphela said the two houses of the policemen which were petrol-bombed in Zamdela during the 

uprising will be renovated and furnished. 

 

“The premier, in his state of the province address, underpinned the necessity for protection of 

government employees who tend to become targets of these things. We are going to make sure that 

we build those hard working cops new houses and ensure that we take care of those inciting violence 

during the protests. It is the only measure that we believe will reduce violence.” 

 

Many locals who used to make a living from renting their houses to the immigrant shop owners agree 

with Komphela that tough action needs to be taken against violent protesters. 

 

Thabang Mokonyana told The Weekly that his household ran out of supplies in the aftermath of the 

protests. 

 

“I didn’t get my monthly rental and I don’t know if that tenant will reopen the business or not. I am 

afraid to rent it to someone else because the tenant is the one who built the structure. I support the 

call by the MEC to bring the organisers of protests to book,” said Mokonyana. 

 

Another resident Mojalefa Sesiteng insisted that organisers should help weed out violence during 

protests. 

 

“What happened in Sasolburg was really out of hand, especially because the organisers did not do 

anything to stop the violent protestors from burning people’s vehicles and looting and stealing from 

shops.” 

 

The shop owners who were at the receiving end of the violent protests have welcomed Komphela 

assurances. 

 

One of them, said: “It is only fair that, at least, someone will be held responsible for the misdeeds that 

happened. However, I still believe this has to become a policy so people know where to draw a line. 

What happened here was really out of hand.” 

 

[Source:  www.theweekly.co.za] 

 


