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The MEC for Police, Roads, and Transport, Butana Komphela, has condemned the high rate of 

collisions. This comes after a horror crash on the N3 near Harrismith claimed 30 lives. The collision is 

still under investigation. The taxi driver allegedly lost control of the overloaded vehicle which was 

carrying 34 passengers. It was only allowed to carry 23. The passengers were on their way from the 

North West to the Eastern Cape. 

 

According to Komphela, the police still have to investigate the matter thoroughly and then take the 

matter to court. “We are relying on the report by the police and will then be able to give clarity on the 

matter.” 

 

Komphela added that the driver of the minibus taxi was at fault for exceeding the number of 

passengers he allowed to board the taxi. “The final responsibility lies with the taxi driver.” 

 

Komphela said sometimes taxi operators become greedy and load more passengers than allowed. 

“It is because of money that things like these take place.” The MEC said the taxi driver was supposed 

to ensure the safety of the commuters and not put their lives at risk. 
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He called on passengers to take responsibility for their own lives and not board vehicles that are not 

safe or roadworthy. “Passengers can assist us and not get into overloaded vehicles.” 

 

According to Komphela, the provinces will work together to ensure improved road safety. “We have 

not communicated with other provinces but the accident has enabled us to begin that dialogue. We 

want the drivers to write down who they are, where they are going, and the date they are going there.” 

Komphela explained that all taxis are regulated across provinces. 

 

“We are beginning with the MEC of the Eastern Cape and will then liaise with other provinces.” 

Komphela said the department has not yet liaised with the freight industry to enforce that two drivers 

be compelled to drive one truck. 

 

“We are putting a law that states that truck drivers in the Free State should sleep at 20:00 at night and 

wake up at 06:00 in the morning. Those found to be driving between those times will have their trucks 

impounded.” 

 

He added that during the month of November and December, 30 percent of road accidents were on 

the N3 and one percent on the N1. In an effort to prevent this carnage, Komphela said a spider web 

strategy would be implemented in the province. 

 

“We will have traffic officers on the N8 road, the Grasmere route, Viljoenskroon, Aliwal North road, N1, 

N3, and all the other access routes to the Free State.” 

 

Komphela said all taxis that pass through the Free State would be flagged down and inspected. If the 

drivers were found to be overloading, they would be arrested. 
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