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Bloemfontein - The prestigious prize-giving ceremony for the best drivers in the Provincial Driver of 
the Year 2010 Competition was held at the Thaba Nchu Traffic training college on Saturday night, 11 
September. 
 
The competition was stiff as most participants have driven company cars for years. Judging was done 
in categories including bus, rigid articulated, sedan, tonner and what is supposed to be the most 
difficult - rigid with four-wheel trailer.  
 
“I just want you to bear in mind this is not about winning trophies and getting certificates,” said the 
MEC for the Department of Police, Roads and Transport, Thabo Manyoni, when delivering his 
keynote address. “The main objective is to give professional drivers a platform to continue enhancing 
their driving skills. Really, I must confess they have made us proud.” 
 
He urged the winners to continue being the best even when driving on the roads. “You must always 
remember that you are the heartbeat of the life of our people and the economy,” continued Manyoni, 
“My only regret is that we still have so few women drivers in the transport industry. We want to see the 
number increase so they can win “the best service provider of the year”.  
 
He also expressed his disappointment at the manner in which South Africa is performing on the 
international arena. “In the past South Africa used to be regarded as the best in the driving fraternity,” 
added Manyoni. “It’s very disappointing to see that our children are beaten by countries that were not 
posing any threat to us in the past. Countries such as Ghana, Kenya and Zimbabwe have the biggest 
potholes, bigger than the ones we have in the Free State.” 
 
Manyoni also highlighted that his department is considering opening the Harrismith Logistics Hub. 
“We feel Harrismith will be an ideal place for the Logistic Hub,” he explained. “It’s cumbersome that 
our drivers are driving all the way to the eastern coast to get things.”  
 
Representing Clover, the winner in the men’s rigid category, Simon Mkhoniwani, said he was glad he 
would soon have the opportunity to represent the Free State at national level. Mkhoniwani, a 58-year-
old from Welkom, said he is looking forward to the International best driver of the year. 
 
“You see this helps us decrease fatalities on our roads,” continued Mkhoniwani. “I think that in two 
years’ time, when the international best-drivers-of-the-year competition comes to our shores, we will 
be ready.” 
 
The best woman driver in the sedan category, Mathabo Moloi, said that professional drivers must live 
the six road-safety commandments. These are, don’t speed, don’t drink and drive, don’t overload, 
wear your safety belt, ensure driver and vehicle fitness and promote pedestrian safety.  
 
[Source:  www.thenewage.co.za] 

 


