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The newly-elected Free State operating licensing board is tackling the backlog of about 1 200 

transport operators who have applied from the previous registry. 

 

The board has requested operators with temporary licenses to come forward to receive permanent 

licenses. The recently appointed board will be considering and adjudicating applications to grant 

operating licences; authorise public transport for intra and interprovincial operations; and also monitor 

and oversee public transport in the province. 

 

The absence of the board has negatively affected operators who have had their applications pending 

for a long period, which has resulted in operators being issued with temporary licences. 

 

The MEC for police, roads and transport department in the Free State, Butana Komphela, said the 

department appointed to stabilise transport operating licenses. 

 

The newly appointed ten board members consist of the registrar and businessman, Tabi Sebitlo; and 

secretary, Thabang Nthongwa, and Makwatsa Mosia. The other board members are the acting Judge 

Jamela Mhlambi; entrepreneurs, Teboho Mosia and Eric Mahabane; senior administrator at the 

provincial council, Davida Marais; as well as Motlatsi Mpobola, Kenosi Moroka and Nobulawo Mbhele, 

who are all attorneys. 

 

Departmental spokesman, Saki Mohono, said the board attended an induction course in Bloemfontein 

on February 13, after the term of the former board expired in 2010. The former board was, however, 

given extension on a month to month basis. 

 

Mohono said the purpose of the induction was to give board members an overview of the legislation 

governing the operating licence board and to expose them to a number of operational processes with 

regard to their functions 

 

Sebitlo said the board has to deal with a backlog of at least 1 200 applications to be processed and 

promised to work around the clock to ensure that the backlog is dealt as soon as possible. 

 

Nthongoa said the board’s vision is to work hard and make sure that the operators who have been 

operating with temporal licenses receive the permanent licenses. 

http://theweekly.co.za/?attachment_id=15022


 
He said board’s ultimate objective is to ensure that the province has a safe and reliable public 

transport. 
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