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27 February 2013 
 

 
 

NEW BOARD: Front row (left to right) S Mosia (secretary) T Nthongwa (chairperson) T Sebitlo (registrar) 
Back row: (left to right) T Mosia, K Moroka, S Mbele, D Marais, Mr Mpobola and ET Mahabane. 

 

At least 1200 would-be public transport operators in the province are still waiting for their operating 

licence applications to be processed. The licences are meant to ensure that operators function within 

a legal framework. 

 

The operating licence applications will now receive attention from the recently appointed nine-member 

board. The new board members were recently appointed by police, roads and transport MEC Butana 

Komphela. The transport department has been without a board since 2010 when the term for the 

previous board ended. Contracted board members were given extensions on a month-to-month basis. 

 

According to the provincial registrar in that unit, Tabi Sebitlo, the backlog in processing applications 

was created by the absence of the board, which would have the responsibility of confirming the 

licences. 

 

Sebitlo said in the absence of a board a lot of temporary licences had been issued by operators. 

Some of the functions of the board would include considering and adjudicating applications to grant 

the licences. The board would also authorise public transport for intra and interprovincial operations 

and monitor and oversee public transport in the province. 

 

“This tells us there is a lot of work to be done by the board and it will have to work around the clock to 

ensure the backlog is dealt with,” Sebitlo said. 

 

Chairperson of the board Thabang Nthongoa said it was the objective of the board to make lives of 

the operators in the province easier and ensure the province had safe and reliable public transport 

operations that had legitimate authority. “It is our vision to do away with the burden put on operators 

by the issuing of temporary licences, which require them to approach the office of the board for 

renewal of these temporary licences,” Nthongoa said. 

 

The board also attended an induction earlier this month that would serve to familiarise them with their 

unit and their duties. 

 

[Source:  www.thenewage.co.za] 


