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Road safety promoted … Police, Roads and Transport MEC Butana Komphela mans a road block 

outside Kroonstad at the start of the festive season 

 
The festive season is notorious for the number of road deaths associated with it. Thus, the Free State 

Department of Police, Roads and Transport conducted its first major road block for the season on the 

N1 just outside Kroonstad this week. 

 

The operation saw the deployment of police and traffic officials, and helicopters to ensure thorough 

checks were conducted on every vehicle that passed through the checkpoint. 

 

MEC Butana Komphela even lent a hand checking driver compliance. He spoke to motorists whose 

vehicles had been stopped by traffic officials and checked the safety of the cars, engine parts, and 

boots for any illegal substances and weapons. 

 

“This was part of the department’s Operation Hlokomela which aims to increase visibility of traffic 

officials on the roads.” 

 

The department’s vehicle fleet was recently bolstered in order to better service the province. 

Komphela provided 44 vehicles for traffic officials because he saw a need for visibility on the roads. 

Fifty blue lights were also provided, which will be used by the officers. 

 

“We want to see traffic officials after every 100km visible on our roads, who are physically managing 

traffic on the roads.” 

 

According to Komphela, accidents often occur as a result of fatigue, drunkenness, and speed. Some 

of the people who were stopped during the road block did not have driver’s licenses. There were also 

expired license disks and vehicles that were not roadworthy. 

 

Welkom had the highest number of people who drove without licenses – ten out of every 100 

vehicles, said the MEC. 

 

[Source:  www.theweekly.co.za] 
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