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The South African National Taxi Council (Santaco) in the Free State is looking to expand and secure 

a stake in the cargo train industry that services the Kimberley-Maseru route. 

 

This comes after the provincial council took a decision to corporatise its structure and register an 

investment company called Re Bokamoso (we are the future). The company will serve as a vehicle to 

tap into the mainstream of the economy in the province. 

 

Santaco’s provincial chairperson, Daki Qumbu, revealed that Re Bokamoso is also exploring the 

possibility of investing in a warehouse for imported and exported goods in Harrismith. He said the 

organisation was also planning to enlist government’s assistance to procure trucks to transport goods 

across the country and abroad. 

 

The company recently unveiled its vision to grow the industry, its operational premises and appoint a 

board of directors which includes specialists whose expertise are expected to help improve the taxi 

industry. 

 

Qumbu said it was regrettable that the industry’s credibility had been dented by past deals that saw 

investors losing their monies, but was adamant that the newly-established holding company will put a 

premium on providing expert business skills and guidance. 

 

“We don’t want to repeat the mistakes of the past. We failed because we lacked business skills, but 

now we have roped in skilled people who can take the industry forward.” 

 

The MEC for police, roads and transport, Butana Komphela, said the industry had come a long way 

from being frustrated by the apartheid regime which did not permit black people’s involvement in the 

public transportation industry. 
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He said the industry was finally taking shape with the establishment of the investment company and 

the appointment of a board of directors, adding that the newly-acquired office space would ensure a 

more professional approach to business from Santaco. 

 

Komphela urged taxi operators to demonstrate increased commitment to quality service and 

investment. 

 

[Source:  www.theweekly.co.za] 

 


