
 ENCOURAGEMENT IN  
THE TIME OF COVID-19 
 

MEC Mashinini reassures DPRT officials 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

All of us are troubled by the unusual circumstances around 
us due to the worldwide scourge of Covid-19. We are 
concerned about our co-workers, family, elderly parents, 
vulnerable friends and neighbours. We are challenged by 
new trials and tribulations of staying home, self-isolation, 
keeping children busy, finding food and other resources to 
be able to keep caring for our loved ones and others in 
need. We are uncertain of what the future holds and if we 
will be able to cope physically, mentally and economically 
in the long run. 

      It is ONLY human to have fears in undefined situations 
and to gain a wise perspective, we have to face our fears. 
We have health fears and financial fears and fears for 
safety. Fear can sometimes be an asset, sometimes 
paralyzing but also thought-provoking and creative as we 
seek solutions to address our discomforts. It is true that 
there are dangers around us that need to be properly, and 
fearfully, respected, but we need to see through the 
exaggerations and fear-mongering circulating on especially 
social media and have the wisdom to know the difference 
between fact and fiction. 

      I want to urge you all to stay optimistic and not to 
succumb to the doubts and worries of the extraordinary 
time we live in. Stay healthy, wash your hands frequently 
with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after 
going to the bathroom; before eating; and after blowing 
your nose, coughing, or sneezing. Keep those around you in 
a positive mood. Encourage children to discuss their 
questions and concerns. Explain to them it is normal that 
they may experience different reactions and encourage 
them to talk if they have any questions or concerns. 

       Practice social-distancing without neglecting the 
vulnerable in the community you are confined to. This is 
indeed the time of showing our true Ubuntu colours. 

      The lockdown period granted us all a reprieve from the 
everyday hustle and bustle in the office. It is an excellent 
opportunity to reflect on our activities in the past and come 
up with creative ideas on how we can work smarter in the 
2020/21 financial year.  
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Proverbs 16:27 so profoundly declares: ”Idle 
hands are the devil’s workshop...,” By 
continuing to keep our minds busy with 
innovative thinking we stay in the loop and 
prevent thoughts of gloom and doom 
descending upon us. 

      I wish you all a peaceful Easter. Although 
our church buildings will be empty over this 
Easter weekend, let us rejoice in the fact that 
the cross and the grave is also empty because 
Jesus Christ has risen to take care of us all – 
especially in trying times like these. 

      We are not out of the woods yet, and I 
humbly plead with you for your cooperation, 
patience and endurance. Crisis has brought 
out the best in many, and we are confident 
that together we can beat this virus! 


