
  

 

MEDIA STATEMENT  

Attention: News Editors / Transport Writers / All Media 

Date Issued: Monday 1 February 2021 

For Immediate Release  

DEPARTMENT WARNS DRIVERS ABOUT DAMAGES TO ROAD SURFACES  

The Department of Police, Roads and Transport (DPRT) would like to alert road users about 

the damage of some of the roads in the Free State Province due to recent floods.  

We are all thrilled by the wonderful rains that we experienced during recent times. 

Unfortunately flooding and strong currents cause a lot of damage to our roads which in turn 

create life-threatening hazardous driving conditions. This requires blading and re-gravelling to 

be done on all the affected secondary roads in our province as it is our priority to ensure these 

roads are repaired and safe for all road users to travel on.  

Our road maintenance teams have been deployed all over the province to do repairs, mainly 

in the areas of Memel, Hennenman, Vrede, Edenville, Senekal, Winburg and Reitz.  

The urgent maintenance work poses its own problems to motorists as it might cause delays 

and adverse driving conditions. The MEC for the DPRT, Mr. Sam Mashinini, urges road users 

to drive with extra care along these roads as uneven and wet or muddy surfaces will force you 

to adjust your driving behaviour to ensure you negotiate these stretches safely.  

Another concern is the large quantities of road workers that are expected at maintenance 

hotspots in the Province. Mr. Mashinini beg everyone to be on the lookout for the workers and 

to approach them cautiously and slowly. They are doing a n immense and very tough job 

under stringent circumstances and the least we can do is to treat them with the respect they 

deserve. 

The DPRT is to develop methods of protecting roads by building embankments that resist 

extreme flooding during severe rainstorms and we intend to apply these methods while doing 

the upgradesding. 
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