
  

 

MEDIA STATEMENT  

Attention: News Editors / Transport Writers / All Media 

Date Issued: Monday 29 March 2021 

For Immediate Release 

MEC SENDS CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF VICTIMS OF ACCIDENT ON THE R30  

Bloemfontein - Free State MEC for Police, Roads and Transport (DPRT), Mr. Sam Mashinini, wants to convey 

his heartfelt condolences to the families of victims who died in a horrific accident on the R30 near Welkom. 

It is alleged that at about 06:45 on Sunday 28 March 2021, two vehicles - a Toyota Avanza and a BMW, were 

involved in a head-on collision on the R30 outside Welkom. Five people – three members of the same family, 

their driver and two passengers from the other vehicle – died as a result of the impact.  

It is suspected that a white BMW sedan was travelling towards Welkom whilst the Toyota Avanza was heading 

towards Theunissen. Eye witnesses claim that the driver of the BMW lost control of the vehicle on a bend in 

the road, slamming directly into the Avanza travelling from the opposite direction. 

Four passengers inside the Avanza – a 43-year old woman with her two toddlers as well as a male driver not 

related to the family -  died on the scene. Her husband and their 13-year old daughter were taken to a local 

hospital for medical care.  

Two of the four passengers in the BMW, a 46-year old male driver and a female passenger, also died on the 

scene. Another male and female passenger were rushed to hospital for medical attention. 

The family in the Avanza were apparently en route to Elliotdale in the Eastern Cape and the passengers of 

the BMW were on their way to Thabong near Welkom. A case of culpable homicide has been registered with 

the SA Police Services for further investigation. 

 

Accident between taxi and quad biker 

On the same day at 02:00, another accident occurred on the R30 between Brandfort and Glen when a minibus 

taxi with a trailer and 10 people on board collided with a quad bike driver. One taxi passenger was taken to 

the Pelonomi Trauma Unit and five taxi passengers to Pelonomi Casualties 

Free State EMS, Med 24/7, Trauma Response Africa and members of the SAPS were quickly on the scene and 

the injured were transported to hospital by Life EMS.  

MEC Sam Mashinini urges all road users to drive with caution and care and heed the rules of the road. “Stay 

vigilant, do not get distracted and practise patience, tolerance and courtesy when using our roads. Take extra 

care during adverse weather conditions; when driving at night and when experiencing high traffic volumes,” 

he says. 
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