
 
DEPARTMENT COMPLETES ROADS PROJECTS 
 
Bloemfontein – In an effort to improve mobility, safe and convenient travel conditions 
for local residents and tourists alike, the Department of Police, Roads and Transport 
(DPRT) in the Free State has completed the construction of seven roads in the 
province during the 2020/21 financial year which started on 1 April 2020. 
 
The completion of these roads projects was made possible by the dedication and hard 
work of the workers and management of our road infrastructure unit under the tutelage 
of the Deputy Director-General: Roads Infrastructure, Mr. Robinson Thekiso.                        
Mr. Thekiso is a qualified civil engineering technologist with 20 years' infrastructure 
development experience. He previously worked as Director of Infrastructure and Technical Services at 
Metsimaholo Local Municipality and also acted as a Municipal Manager at the same municipality. He was 
Chief Director for Road Infrastructure when he was appointed as the Deputy Director-General in the DPRT.  
 
On 1 November 2021, Mr. Thekiso was appointed as Acting Head of the Department (HoD) and his 
appointment will fast-track the development of transport systems that will ensure that all citizens receive 
safe, efficient and sustainable transport services in their localities. 
 
Under his leadership as Chief Director for Road Infrastructure the department’s Contractor Development 
Programme (CDP) won the prestigious National Centre for Public Service Innovation (CPSI) award for 
best service delivery category during the 2016/17 CPSI Awards.  The programme was placed first out of 
1 050 entries and is currently competing at a Southern African Development Community (SADC) level for 
most innovative service delivery institution in the country.  
  
The programme had 173 contractors and was accommodative of all the vulnerable groups such as women, 
the youth and people living with disabilities. It produced sustainable businesses that are doing well.             
Mr. Thabo Dladla, who is living with a disability, is a shining example of the success of the programme.  
The Free State CDP model is also utilised by the entire country. It is also a departmental intervention 
towards the development of capacity in the construction industry in order to build a sustainable economic 
environment in the Free State and is also a radical transformation intervention for historically 
disadvantaged people.  
 
Still under the leadership of Mr. Thekiso in 2016, the Thaba Nchu Transport route also won the National 
Department of Transport best Project in the EPWP Bokamoso National Award.  
 
For the 2021/22 there are 71 SMME contractors supported by the CDP in the department and will create 
more than 3 800 job opportunities. 
 
The following roads project were completed during 2020/21 and 2021/22 financial years: 
 

• Winburg - Marquard road. 

• Bothaville - Viljoenskroon (Phase 3) 

• Thaba Nchu Public Transport Route (Phase 6) 

• Botshabelo Transport Route (Phase 1)  

• Heilbron - Sasolburg Road (Phase 1) 

• Wesselsbron - Hoopstad (Phase 3) 
 
The work done is to build a legacy for the future of the Free State Province. 
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