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Ladies and Gentlemen

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

Today is an important day for both the Department and SAPS as we release the Provincial
Crime Statistics for the year 2011/12. | convened this Media Briefing aware of some sensation
that was created after the release of the National Crime Statistics. It was a sensation that
sought to create the perception that Free Staters are not safe and do not feel safe.

| am here today to assure the Free Staters that the Security Cluster of the Province is doing
everything possible to safeguard the lives and property of the Free Staters. It is a commitment
which we have undertaken and will always abide by it. It's a responsibility which we can not
renege from.

Besides inviting the Media to this briefing, | also felt it is very important to invite Institutions of
Higher Learning for their obvious role in society, that of inculcating positive values and good
citizenry. The role played by community organizations such as CPF’s towards crime prevention
cannot be underplayed. All of us agree that Media plays a pivotal role in shaping the
perceptions of society and how people view the world.

Today we want to make a fervent appeal to all of you to assist us in our effort to combat and
prevent crime. Criminals stay within communities and we therefore urge you to assist in
encouraging people to report acts of criminality. Most contact crimes such as rape, domestic
violence etc. occurs in homes with perpetrators known to victims. Family members then decide
to address such serious matters internally with deep emotional pain to the victim.



Police might be patrolling an area, but there is no way for them to know what is happening
behind the curtains. Murderers and thieves out there do not inform the police about their ill-
intentions and unfortunately police are not endowed with supernatural powers to predict what
is going to happen. However, with the help of communities providing vital information most
heinous crimes can be prevented, thus making life safer for all of us. | hope you do understand
our humble request - help us to urge communities to report crime and criminals who commit it.

With the above request in mind let me share with you the Provincial Crime Statistics for the
2011/12 reporting year.

Ndiyabonga !!!
Kea Leboha !!!
Baie Dankie !!!
Thank You !!!

Ngiyabonga !!!
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