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     Tragic Accident on the N3 in the Free State Province Claims 8 Lives 

The Department of Community Safety, Roads and Transport expresses its deepest sorrow 
as we confirm a devastating minibus taxi accident that occurred today at around 04:50 on 
the N3 approximately three kilometres from the Van Reenen border towards the Free 
State. 
 
The crash involved a minibus taxi and a Heavy Motor Vehicle (HMV) and has tragically 
claimed the lives of eight people. 
 
MEC Mbalula extends his deepest condolences to the families and loved ones of those 
affected, stating; "Our thoughts are with you during this difficult time. We urge all motorists 
to drive safely and responsibly on our roads to prevent such tragedies from occurring." 
 
The accident has resulted in the temporary closure of the road in both directions, causing 
major disruptions. Motorists are advised to exercise extreme caution and plan alternative 
routes. 
 
Eight people were declared dead at the scene. Two others sustained severe injuries, while 
four suffered serious injuries and were transported to Harrismith Hospital for medical 
treatment. 
 
When approaching the scene, motorists are cautioned to: 
 

• Be patient 
 

• Be aware of emergency services and traffic management personnel 
 

• Follow traffic instructions and signs 
 
 
Let’s be safe on the roads. Let’s arrive alive! 
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