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FREE STATE TIGHTENS CRACKDOWN ON UNROADWORTHY VEHICLES AS FESTIVE TRAVEL 
BEGINS 

 
 
The Free State Province has intensified its festive season road safety operations, with traffic officers 
adopting a zero-tolerance stance on unroadworthy vehicles travelling on provincial roads. 
 
Over the past 6 days, provincial traffic officers have conducted several roadblocks and vehicle checks 
across the Free State. During these operations, 7 vehicles were discontinued due to serious 
roadworthiness defects including smooth tyres, faulty brakes, cracked windscreens, malfunctioning 
lights, leaking engines and unsafe steering systems. Officers continue to emphasise that any three 
major defects result in the immediate discontinuation of a vehicle. 
 
In addition, several vehicles were impounded for violating the National Land Transport Act, particularly 
for operating without valid operating permits while transporting passengers for reward. 
 
The Department of Community Safety, Roads and Transport (DCSR&T) urges all motorists—especially 
those preparing to travel long distances during the upcoming school holidays—to ensure their vehicles 
are fully roadworthy before embarking on their journeys. 
 
Data from the National Traffic Information System (NaTIS) indicates that the Free State currently has 
35 319 unroadworthy vehicles. These include taxis, buses and commercial vehicles. In South Africa, 
commercial vehicles with a gross vehicle mass above 3 500 kg, including minibus taxis, are required to 
undergo annual roadworthy tests, while buses must be tested every six months. 
 
The Department reiterates that Free State traffic authorities have been mandated to act firmly. Motorists 
found operating unroadworthy vehicles will face arrest and the vehicles will be impounded. 
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