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MEC Jabu Mbalula Responds to Democratic Alliance Claims on the 
Rosendal‑Senekal Road Project 
 
The Department of Community Safety, Roads and Transport has taken note of the Democratic Alliance’s 
Facebook post questioning the work on the P13/2 between Rosendal and Senekal. 
 
 "I want to set the record straight and reassure the residents of both towns that we are fully committed 
to delivering a safe, durable road', MEC Mbalula said. 
 
The project, awarded to the Actophambili/Busi Trading JV for R338 million, was scheduled for 
completion on 27 September 2025. Unfortunately, the department faced an unexpected budget shortfall 
in the 2024/25 financial year, which forced us to suspend works from January to May 2025. This was a 
temporary cash‑flow issue, not a reflection of any mismanagement or misappropriation of funds. 
 
When work resumed in May 2025 we had to re‑engineer the programme. The revised plan includes: 
 
Local SMMEE participation – 49 small‑medium enterprises have been contracted; eight have already 
completed their scopes and the rest will finish by March 2026. 
Labour commitment– A minimum six‑month appointment for local workers, bringing the total on‑site 
employment to 447 people who will see the project through to its conclusion. 
Extended timeline – The new completion date is March 2026, but we are accelerating the main road 
works so that the major carriageway can be opened to traffic for the upcoming festive season. 
 
Addressing the “degraded work” allegation, the MEC expressed that suspension period did cause some 
exposed sections to deteriorate, which is why we have brought in additional resources and revised the 
construction sequence. The quality standards have not been compromised, and independent inspectors 
are monitoring every stage. 
 
"We understand the community’s frustration and share their desire to see this road finished. Rest 
assured that every rand allocated to this project is being accounted for, and we are working around the 
clock to meet our obligations to the people of Rosendal and Senekal. Our priority is safety and service 
delivery, like I said earlier this week, We will not be deterred by baseless accusations, and we will 
continue to keep the public informed as we push this vital infrastructure towards 
completion.”Emphasised the MEC  
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